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USER FRIENDLY - Letters are added one at a time, and systematically built into syllables, words,

and sentences. Simple step-by-step directions begin every lesson. Extensive examples, word lists,

and practice readings are 100% decodable. (No other material or prior experience is needed).

SPELLING REFERENCE - Complete spelling rules gathered for thirty years from sources all over

the world. All diacritical markings. Quick-reference spelling and pronunciation charts. Index to all

spelling rules and patterns. (Extensive teaching tips and spelling short cuts.) DYSLEXIC OR

REMEDIAL - Multisensory method addresses all learning styles. A special graduated blending

technique strengthens eye tracking and increases eye span. Multiple pictures illustrate every letter

introduced. Continuous review ensures retention. (Helps prevent or correct letter/word reversals).

BUILDS CHARACTER - Wise, humorous proverbs encourage virtues such as patience,

perseverance, honesty, kindness, compassion, courage, and loyalty. Students will delight in Dewey

the bookworm and the whimsical illustrations. (Offers a wealth of insight and encouragement.)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION - has included Phonics Pathways in its latest

publication, The Beginning Reading Instruction Study. This report reviews and evaluates selected

reading programs nationwide.
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This book makes teaching phonics simple, fun and easy to understand. It is the best learn-to-read

program that I have ever found since we started homeschooling our children 5 years ago.

This book was recommended to me in the Well Trained Mind. My not-quite-three year old and I are,

very casually, very much for fun, going through the book. We are only on the fourth consonant

(short vowels were first), but I can tell he's already starting to figure it out. He blended the "se" set all

by himself. I didn't prompt or anything and we were on a new page. I don't call it reading but it's

pretty exciting.I recommend only doing this for fun with a kid that young. I ask if he wants to learn to

read. If he jumps in my lap, we do a page or so (kiss after every effort, right or wrong); if he says no

then we just go on about our business. I hope for a yes at least every day, though.In the book,

flipping ahead, it looks like by page 28 (we're on 12) he'll be reading several three letter words.

That's crazy. That's like 14 days from now (instr. to mom in there, as well).It's a lovely layout, if the

graphics are a bit pixilated. I like how great a value it is. You also don't need cards, worksheets,

pens, pencils, or anything. I'm doing this the way WTM suggests and ignoring the bit about you can't

proceed unless you can write the letter, too. I'm not going to let low coordination in fine motor skills

stop a kid from reading.Other phonics programs cost way way way way more and have tons of little

pieces and parts and tapes. This is just a book and it blows all those other programs away.Please

remember to have fun teaching reading. These are impressionable years for these early readers.



I homeschool four daughters. We began using Phonics Pathways when my eldest was five. She is a

very intelligent child, and caught on quickly to the simple format in which the reading and spelling

skills are presented. In half a year she has begun reading books at a much harder level than what

we are studying in Phonics Pathways, and is already reading at a second grade level in the tutorial.

We also use the book to teach spelling, since it includes spelling rules. My second daughter does

not have her sister's knack for the written word. I hesitantly began using Phonics Pathways with her

just shy of age four to teach her letter sounds and simple blending. She has also been successful

with this no frills, straight-forward approach to phonics tutoring. I have even begun using it with my

two-year-old to reenforce letter identification. The layout of the book allows each girl to go at her

own speed, without frustration. There are adequate reviews, although you may wish to check out

some of the author's support material for further reenforcement. Have a ready supply of easy

readers on hand, because in a limited time your child will be able to read simple books, such as the

Bob books and basic Dr. Seuss. Some children need extra stimuli (songs, etc.) to help them learn.

For those that don't (and even some that do, like my second daughter) we have found that the

Phonics Pathways approach offers a simple, slow and steady method that can serve as an entire

phonics/spelling program, without muddling the process with too many extras. All learning types can

benefit from this book. It is also an excellent boost for remedial readers, and I, as an avid reader

and freelance writer, have appreciated the spelling refresher! One note: the author recommends

learning to read and write each word from dictation before moving on. We found this to hinder the

speed at which my first child could move along in her reading, since children naturally develop faster

in some areas than others, so, although we use the book for spelling and phonics, we move her

ahead in each area at different speeds. This has caused no difficulties whatsoever!

My mom has used this book (literally to shreds) to teach all of my younger siblings, and I plan on

using it for my children, as well. It's systematic, easy-to-understand, and builds from the basics so

kids have a firm foundation to build off of. Dewey the Bookworm is cute without being insulting, and

the little sayings are very encouraging for new readers, which can be very a very frustrating time. I

wish this book had been around when I was learning to read! I would recommend it to anyone who's

teaching someone to read, particularly if they're having trouble.

This book is an excellent one for anyone teaching beginning reading. Phonics is broken down into

easy to follow steps, making it easy for even parents to follow. I am using this for tutoring children in

reading and have been very successful with it. I would definitely recommend it.



My kid learned to read using only this book. I highly recommend it.

My son loves this book for teaching him how to read. It's really simple yet effective.

This is the most thorough phonics book I've seen, and is perfect for teaching reading, writing and

spelling to total beginners and upwards, whether they be children or adults. I would highly

recommend this book to teachers, tutors and parents who want to teach the art of reading, writing

and spelling to their children, or for helping adults who need help with literacy.
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